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Benton County provides a MapServer based web application for access to GIS information for the public 
and County staff.  These applications are designed with the casual user in mind, but do require some 
familiarity with basic GIS & Mapping interface tools.  The BentonMaps applications also include a 
standard help documentation that you may find useful as you use BentonMaps. 
 
To access any of the applications, visit the main BentonMaps web page (notice also, a link to this tutorial) 
 

 
 
While there appear to be several applications available, they are just different versions of the same 
interface, so learning one interface is usually sufficient for understanding all the versions.  Pick the version 
that suits the type of data you are most interested.  For this tutorial, we will use the Assessment Maps 
application. 
 
Assessment Map: 
 
After clicking on the Assessment Maps link, your browser should show: 
 



 
 
Note the tools above the map and the expandable menus on the left side frame.  
Generally, as you see the ‘+’ sign it indicates that the menu can be expanded to view 
more options and functionality. 
 
Typically, a user will know some criteria upon which to search.  Often times, land 
ownership (Taxlots) are the dataset they want to search.  By clicking the ‘+’ next to the 
work ‘Search’ on the left side, several options for search appear: 
 



 
 
By clicking the plus sign next to ‘Taxlots and Address’ we are able to search for four 
different attributes of a taxlot.  We will search for ‘Situs Address’. 



 
 
You can also search by owner’s name, last name first.  Often, it is most effective to 
search for the owner by only the Last Name.  Be specific with your search, but you can 
be less specific and receive up to 25 results – this can be useful when you are unsure as to 
how a name or address may be represented in the database.   Here is an example of a 
compound query, using a partial name and just a street name (no address number) to find 
the Benton County properties on 4th street: 



 
 

To zoom to either of these properties,  highlight and press the  zoom to record tool. 
 



 
 

 
 



Note the links in the table, they link to the Assessor Property Search results and the 
Assessment Map in .pdf format. 
 

 
 



 
 
After a property is found and information is delivered, often a user will want to change 
the appearance of the map by turning layers off and on.  For example, by expanding the 
‘Legend’ menu, one can turn on aerial photography layers: 



 
 
By checking the box next to ‘Aerial Photo (2004 0.5 ft Corvallis) and unchecking the 
‘Address Layers’, then pressing the ‘redraw’ button, the following is the result: 



 
 
Note also that other layers are available for identification other than Taxlots.  For 
example, the Survey Index gives a geographic index of Subdivision Plats, Partitions, 
County Surveys, and Galloway Surveys for a given area.  To activate Survey index, 

expand the ‘Identify’ menu, then pick ‘Survey Index’.  Use the Identify tool  to click 
or drag a rectangular area for the query: 
 



 
 
Resulting in: 
 



 
 
The survey index works similarly to taxlots, the links open .pdf files of documents. 
 


